Thank You for Your Interest in Madras Inherited!
Please take a moment to review our brand guidelines.
OUR NAME
Madras Inherited is two words. Please make sure they are spelled correctly as we’ve had
experiences with the name being misspelled as ‘Inheritance’ or ‘In heritage’.
OUR LOGO
Our logo always carries the initiative’s name. When placing our logo on a dark background, use
the inverted version which we have designed specifically for this type of application.
Click here to download the logo package
OUR PHOTOS
We’ve created a folder of some of the photos that best represent our work, in case you might
require some graphics to supplement your work.
Click here to view and download the photos
Please don’t
●

Distort or Alter these files in any way.

●

Modify the logo in any way - e.g. change colors, apply effects, distort or crop the logo,
crop the bleed around the logo, or alter the size and position of the icon in relation to
Madras Inherited name.

●

Redraw the logo.

●

Modify the graphics in any way that might suggest sponsorship or endorsement by
Madras Inherited, or confuses Madras Inherited with another initiative.

●

Use these graphics as part of your own product, business, or service’s name.

●

Combine these graphics with any other graphics without written consent from Madras
Inherited.

●

Use the photos without providing due credit to the photographers. The name of the
photographer has been mentioned in the title of each photograph. We request to use
their complete name without any spelling mistakes.
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ABOUT US
Madras Inherited, founded in 2017, is an initiative started by a team who are passionate about
making significant changes in the domain of heritage. An entrenched passion for Architecture,
History and Heritage led to the formation of the initiative. It was named Madras Inherited as it
looks at the city’s heritage as something shared and inherited by the city’s occupants. Filled with
incredible zest to explore the lesser travelled historical enclaves of the city, it was established
with the notion of presenting the unspoken inheritance of this alluring city.
The vision for Madras Inherited streams from a larger vision for Heritage Conservation and
Management in the city which aims to bring a change in the scene of heritage. The attention
paid to this aspect in the city is very minimal in nature. This leads to the slow disappearance
and dilapidation of the city's heritage resource, loss of significance of the city's historic areas
and assets which are the city's identity. This also results in missed heritage based growth
opportunities, which includes income generating activity such as Cultural Heritage Tourism and
Sustainable Development and further leading to chaotic insensitive construction in and around
historic areas and their surrounding landscape, which can be seen in many historic areas of
Madras such as Triplicane, George Town and Mylapore.
Madras Inherited works in these following areas:
1. Cultural Heritage Tourism, predominantly heritage walks
2. Architectural Heritage
3. Heritage Education for schools and colleges
4. Community Outreach Programmes
5. Publications
6. Research and Development
MISSION OF THE INITIATIVE
●

Sensitise the public about the pluralistic cultural legacy of Madras, so that they can
develop a sense of association with the place.

●

Instil a sense of social responsibility towards preserving the common heritage of
Madras.
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●

Protect, manage and attempt to preserve the tangible heritage of the city by undertaking
necessary measures and identifying specific tools needed to better plan and manage
historic fabric, to improve practice.

●

Provide expertise in the field of Heritage Management and encourage capacity-building
by developing skills through training programmes.

OBJECTIVES OF THE INITIATIVE
●

Tapping the potential present in the tangible and intangible heritage and its preservation
through sustainable Cultural Heritage Management principles.

●

Promoting sensitivity and understanding towards history, architectural heritage of
Madras and disseminating of cultural knowledge in the city in a comprehensive manner.

●

Initiating concentrated research, education, and outreach activities in the Heritage areas
of the city.

●

To integrate old with new and in a manner that they can be viewed as one cohesive
entity in the city.

●

Revitalise the experience of Cultural Heritage Tourism in the city.

Click here to read and download the detailed agenda of Madras Inherited
OUR WORK
Cultural Heritage Tourism is at the cornerstone of our efforts to engage people with their
heritage. Through well-researched heritage walks across the city, we aim to provide locals and
tourists alike with an intimate and authentic insight into the city’s heritage. Our walks take you
not only to the city’s most iconic places but also unravels its hidden heritage, exploring its lesser
known yet incredibly vibrant neighbourhoods.
Click here to read and download our Heritage Walks brochure
Click here to watch our walk videos
Architectural Heritage is an important domain in our approach to Heritage Management. We
have worked closely with government agencies to generate listing reports, conditional
assessments, detailed project reports, detailed drawings and management plans. We consider
partnership with public administrative bodies, private heritage management and the public to be
indispensable to successful Heritage Management.
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We believe that in the interest of sustainable long term sensitisation of people to the heritage
around them, it is important to start educating our kids at a young age. Heritage Education
Programmes are some of Madras Inherited’s most passionate projects, involving the
development and teaching of heritage education syllabus for schools and colleges.
The various Community Outreach Programmes that we curate and organise in the city facilitate
interactions and connect people to their heritage. We are always looking out for new
collaborations and interesting methods using which we can tell the stories of Chennai in
unexpected public spaces.
We are also working towards developing a Research and Development wing with the aim to
establish a progressive think tank that conceptualises and investigates the way forward for the
city’s heritage.
THE TEAM
1. Zoyab Ali Hussain | Mentor
Mr. Zoyab Kadi, is a senior architect and planner by
profession. Apart from being a mentor of Triple O Studio,
his keen interest and knowledge in architectural
conservation and all aspects of work at Madras Inherited is
the greatest support to the initiative and the team. He has
over 35 years of experience in the field and has worked
with Louis Kahn on the IIM-A project. He has vast
experience in the educational field and has been a member
of inspection teams of Council of Architecture, AICTE and
the Board of Studies, Andhra University. He has completed
his Bachelor’s in Architecture from the School of
Architecture and Planning, Anna University and his
post-graduation in town and country planning from the
School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi. He has been in
the forefront to document the heritage houses of the
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Dawoodi Bohra Community in Sidhpur and has published
three titles and several journal articles on Sidhpur.
2. Tahaer Zoyab | Co-Founder
Tahaer defines the strategic vision and objectives of
Madras Inherited. He works with his team and advisory
board to implement that vision at every step in different
areas of work. He is the heart and soul of the initiative.
Passionate about creating a radical change in the scenario
of heritage in the city and introducing the aspect of
Cultural Heritage tourism led him to start Madras Inherited.
He is an Architect and Urban designer by profession and
has 13 years of experience in the field. He has completed
his Bachelor’s in Architecture from the School of
Architecture and Planning, Anna University and his Masters
from the Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and
Preservation, Columbia University, New York in Urban
Design at Columbia University. He takes great pride and
enjoys sharing his knowledge through lectures and
collaborative discussions with keen minds at various
architecture and design schools in the State.
3. Anupriya Subbian | Co-Founder
Anupriya’s strength lies in addressing the challenges that
come across the way, in any project, with a focused
problem-solving technique. She envisions the work at
Madras Inherited with a design perspective, providing a
much needed outlook. She obtained her Bachelor’s degree
in Architecture from the School of Architecture and
Planning, Anna University, Chennai. An architect and an
interior designer by profession, she has interned with Ar.
Alex Jacob, Shankar Associates and worked as a team
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lead at Khosla Associates with Ar. Sandeep Khosla in
Bangalore. Her work experience inspired her to pursue a
Masters in Interior Design at Pratt Institute in New York,
following which she co-founded Triple O Studio, Triple O
Pixel and Madras Inherited with Ar. Tahaer Zoyab. She has
taught at MARG Institute of Design and Architecture
Swarnabhoomi (MIDAS) for three years and has been a
visiting faculty at other architecture colleges across the
city.
4. Ashmitha Athreya | Head of Operations
Ashmitha joined Madras Inherited following her graduation
in Heritage Studies from INTACH, New Delhi, where she
has worked closely with the different heritage divisions.
She has interned under Dr. Benny Kuriakose and was part
of the team that worked on the conceptualisation and
design for the adaptive reuse of a 300-year-old building in
Prague, Czech Republic. Born and raised in Chennai, she
strongly believes that the cultural and historical heritage of
a city plays a vital role in guiding society towards a holistic
development. Her work at Madras Inherited varies from
developing and leading bi-lingual heritage walks to
conceptualising and designing the area of heritage
education apart from actively handling other areas of work.
She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Architecture from
Hindustan University.
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5. Hamsika Ravichandran | Research Assistant
Hamsika joined Madras Inherited in May 2020. She has
recently completed her undergraduate degree in
Architecture from Chennai Academy of Architecture and
Design (CAAD). With a view that the city is an ever-evolving
canvas and an under-appreciated background in many of
our lives, she aims at learning and comprehending the
different phases of the city that she calls home today. At
Madras Inherited, she works on researching and
developing new routes for heritage walks, working on
collaborative projects, along with other areas of work.

6. Nandha Palani Dorai | Graphic Design & Research Intern
Nandha joined Madras Inherited in August 2020, right after
completing her Masters from Measi Academy of
Architecture. The potential of the visual medium has
always enthralled her with its ability to communicate
complex and simple ideas to the vast expanse of the
audience, in equal measure. She works on creating and
translating visual content in the area of heritage education,
along with penning down narratives & blog articles. She
hopes to understand the different mediums of
communication through art and prose, thereby taking the
conversation forward.
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7. Binsan Oommen Baby | Photographer
Binsan is a moulded architecture photographer who has
been working with Madras Inherited in capturing and
celebrating the inherent beauty of heritage buildings in the
language of visuals for the past three years. He has
contributed towards building a photographic database of
heritage in the city. Working on the ‘Vanishing Heritage’
project in Sidhpur for the Sahapedia-UNESCO grant is one
of his milestones. He graduated with a Bachelor’s degree
in Architecture from Sathyabama University.

8. Mahalakshmi Somasundar | Research Intern
Mahalakshmi joined Madras Inherited in December 2019
as a research intern. She is currently pursuing her
Bachelor’s degree in Architecture at the School of
Architecture and Planning, Anna University. Having lived in
Chennai her whole life, she was astounded by the number
of stories the city has to tell. She works on developing and
researching new routes for heritage walks and writing
content for Madras Inherited’s blog. In the course of her
internship, she has come across many unsung chronicles
of the city and is hoping to pursue a greater understanding
of her home city.
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9. Anirudh Venkat | Former Research Assistant
Anirudh joined Madras Inherited in 2019 after graduating
from RVCA, Bangalore with a Bachelor’s degree in
Architecture. He interned in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam,
with Vo Trong Nghia Architects, where he explored the
distinct culture and architecture of the region. At Madras
Inherited, his work has ranged from developing new
heritage walks in the city and being involved in
conceptualizing the area of heritage education and
working on other areas of work.

10. Roshini Ganesh | Former Research Assistant
At Madras Inherited, Roshini has completed the listing and
documentation of heritage buildings for the CMDA and
created heritage walks in Triplicane and Santhome. She
has been a part of documentation teams in Himachal
Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra to identify the evolution
of vernacular construction. She has also worked with The
People Place Project to map Mumbai’s industrial precinct.
She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Architecture from the
University of Mumbai.

MADRAS INHERITED’S JOURNEY SO FAR
Madras Inherited’s journey began with Houses of Mylapore and has grown to walking tours in
different parts of the city, opening the door to discovery of History, Heritage, Architecture and
People. We have diversified into multiple domains over the past couple of years and are
constantly developing new ways to engage with the heritage of the city.
●

We have developed over 12 walking routes in the city and are in the process of
developing many more. 500 plus people have attended our heritage walks.
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●

Madras Inherited has partnered with Sahapedia for their Anubhuti initiative. We have
been working with government schools in Chennai with the aim of taking heritage and
history closer to the next generation and making concepts related to culture and
preservation of interest to the students.

●

Kannagi Nagarin Kangal is an initiative by Madras Inherited to document and celebrate
Kannagi Nagar, in partnership with St+art India Foundation and Bhumi.

●

Madras Inherited envisions to conduct heritage walks in the city of Chennai with Tamil
Nadu Tourism Development Corporation (TTDC) as the facilitator and we have
submitted a proposal for the same.

●

We have submitted a proposal to design sensitive signage for T Nagar, a historic and
commercial precinct in the city that has a variety of buildings which need signage to
educate the public about their history.

●

We have entered into a collaboration with British Council and recently held an exhibition
of our work at their library on Mount Road.

●

We’ve conducted a number of heritage walks for school children as we strongly believe
that it’s a step towards making them sensitive to the conservation of heritage in the city
tomorrow.

●

In association with the Madras Musical Association, we organised a western classical
music concert in Higginbothams, enabling people with both the music and the heritage
building.

●

Madras Inherited has worked with government agencies such as the Chennai
Metropolitan Development Authority (CMDA) on heritage listing and documentation
projects.

Click here to read and download Madras Inherited Portfolio
MADRAS INHERITED IN THE PRESS:
1. Chennai’s iconic buildings narrate their history - The Hindu
https://www.thehindu.com/society/history-and-culture/chennais-iconic-buildings-narrat
e-their-history/article31248294.ece
2. High on heritage - The New Indian Express
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2020/jan/14/high-on-heritage-2089
102.html
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3. Discovering the secrets of streets of Santhome - Times of India
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/discovering-the-secrets-of-streets-of-s
anthome/articleshow/70789412.cms
4. Culture in every brick at Royapettah - The New Indian Express
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2018/jun/18/culture-in-every-brick-a
t-royapettah-1830006.html
5. How Chennai’s Kannagi Nagar is turning into an art district - The Hindu
https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/art/stories-on-the-wall/article31023342.ece
MADRAS INHERITED BLOG
We love talking and writing about Chennai. Our blog will feature articles written by the team at
Madras Inherited as well as eminent invited writers from the city. We hope to make it a platform
where one can get their weekly dose of content about the city from its history, heritage and
culture to just the things that we love about it.
Click here to access The Madras Inherited Heritage Blog
FEATURED IN
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CONTACT INFORMATION
If you’d like to get in touch with the Madras Inherited team, feel free to call or write an email to
us. We’d love to hear from you!
Email: mail@madrasinherited.in
Website: https://madrasinherited.in/home/
Phone: +91 89257 04437
Address: 46, B Ramachandra Adithanar Road, Gandhi Nagar, Adyar, Chennai - 600020

Find us on:
Facebook - @MInherited
Instagram - @madrasinherited
Twitter - @minherited
YouTube - Madras Inherited
Keep following our social media profiles and website to receive regular updates about our
upcoming walks and events!
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